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Dear Wendi and Paul,

Thank you for arranging your schedules on short notice to participate on this afternoon’s call about the MVP
project. In preparation for that call, please find attached a one-pager that provides an overview of what we would
like to discuss with you.

We look forward to speaking with you soon.

Sincerely,

Parker

Parker Moore

Principal
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Mountain Valley Pipeline:: Biological Assessment Take Analysis Briefing
May 24, 2018

Issue: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service can supplement the incidental take statement (ITS)
prepared for the Mountain Valley Pipeline Project (MVP) Biological Opinion with quantified
estimates that already are in therecord. MV P s Biologica Assessment presents detailed and
guantified take assessments for Indiana Bats (Ibats) and Northern long eared bats (NLEBS) that
support FWS' s qualitative impacts assessments and provide a reasonabl e option for identifying
the “amount of take” expected and calculating numeric limits based on the best available
scientific data.

Background: The United States Court of Appeals for the 4™ Circuit vacated FWS'sincidental
take statement for the Atlantic Coast Pipeline project (ACP) on May 15, 2018. The court stated
that the ITS stake limits “are so indeterminate that they undermine [its] enforcement and
monitoring function.” The ITSsfor both ACP and MV P for Indiana bats and Northern long
eared bats conclude that a*“small percent of individuals present” will be taken but do not specify
anumerica limit on that take.

MVP Take Analysis: MVP prepared and submitted a Biological Assessment to the FWVS
Gloucester Field Office on March 14, 2017. This BA presents a detailed methodology for
calculating take (BA 8 5 and Appx. C) and provides conservative numeric take estimates (BA 8
7) for the Indiana bat (pp 254-56) and NLEB (pp 256-57). The methodology uses mathematical
models to calculate the upper limit of individuals of each species that may be harmed® or
harassed due to project construction/operation or habitat removal. The models rely on the annual
life stages of each species and the types of habitat that they occupy during those times.

The take estimates, excluding 4(d) rule/BO exemptions for NLEB, are as follows:

0 Winter/Hibernation — 63 Ibats harassed / 222 NLEB harassed (0 prohibited take due to 4(d)
rule/BO)

o Fal Swarming/Spring Staging — 112 Ibats harassed, 2 harmed / 1 NLEB harassed, 1 harmed
(excluding exempt take due to 4(d) rule/BO)

0 Summer — 32 Ibats harassed, 1 harmed / 4 NLEB maternity roosts lost, but no prohibited
take due to 4(d) rule/BO

o Transient/Migration Period — 1 Ibat harassed, 1 harmed / 1 NLEB harassed, 1 harmed
(excluding exempt take due to 4(d) rule/BO)

Requested Action: The FWS should conduct an independent review of MV P s take analysis
presented in its BA. If FWS deems MV P s methodology and take analysis reasonable, FWS
should update MV P' s ITS with an addendum that provides a quantified description of the “take
expected.” The ITS then would include take limits based on both “extent” and “amount” —i.e.,
both qualitative/narrative and quantitative/numeric. Under this scenario, thereis no need to
reinitiate consultation; the ITS would ssmply be updated to include information that FWS already
has.

! Estimates of “harm” include both potential injury and mortality.









